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Stohl in front of Harrach after first day of OMV Rally Waldviertel
· Gas-cars a class of their own at Championship finale
· Czech OMV driver Stepan Vojtech best foreign driver
· Michael Kogler heads diesel competition / Openauer first in class H11 
Snow, mud and deep roads turned the first day of the OMV Rally Waldviertel into a big challenge for the 121 competing teams. Manfred Stohl and Beppo Harrach (both on gas-driven Mitsubishis) best mastered the inhospitable conditions. Thus they already broke away from the rest of the field in the overall ranking on the first day.
“Fight among brothers” on the horizon
The saying that the OMV Rally Waldviertel is the toughest rally of the Austrian Championship definitely is coming true at the 27th edition of the classic. Not only the high gravel percentage of 90 percent but also the adverse weather conditions demand everything of the teams. And at the start in Litschau snowfall set in and made the roads even deeper and more slippery. That was when the WRC-experience of Manfred Stohl payed off. The OMV driver reached two out of four SS-best-times at his natural gas-premiere and leads by 4,3 seconds over Beppo Harrach, who also competes in a gas-driven Mitsubishi, after the first day. The OMV leading trio is currently being completed by Stepan Vojetch (CZ/Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX) who is however already 31,8 seconds behind.
Stohl: “During the first two special stages our engine stalled three times. Fortunately we were able to solve this problem at the service. But I’m having great fun, otherwise. I am nevertheless sure that Beppo won’t make winning easy for me. It is a pity that SS 4 was cancelled for we would surely have been able to extend our lead even more during the almost 25 kilometres.”
Harrach: “We confirmed our performances of the recent rallies by special stage best-time on SS 1. I am really looking forward to Saturday when I’ll finally be really able to match with Manfred.”
S2000 in places five and six
Right behind Hermann Gassner (Ger) the S2000 cars, the debut of which had been eagerly awaited, are in places five and six. Pole Michal Kosciuszko (Fiat Grande Punto S2000) fought for seconds with Andreas Waldherr (VW Polo S2000). After the first day the Pole is 9,3 seconds ahead. Waldherr. “We only got the car on Thursday and couldn’t do much testing. On the other hand – this isn’t a gravel- but rather a slip-and-slide-rallying.”
The top-10 place of Sepp Haider isn’t too much of a surprise. The man from Salzburg lies in excellent ninth overall place at his comeback. With a Mitsubishi Lancer Evo VI to boot. Haider: “The feeling to be back again is indescribable. Even more so when one can compete without pressure.”
The fight for the Diesel-title seems to have been prematurely decided. After Günther Jörl (Seat Ibiza TDi) dropped out on SS 2 all that Ing. Michael Böhm (Fiat Punto 199 R3D) now has to do is cross the finish line to catch up that one point missing in the Championship. But driving too carefully has its dangers, too.On SS 3 Böhm slipped off the road and lost almost four minutes. In the Diesel ranking at the OMV Rally Waldviertel Michael Kogler leads in front of Andreas Patzl and Willi Rabl jun.
In Division II Rene Winter has lost his chances for the Championship. The Styrian had to retire on SS 2 due to a technical defect. Thus the duel remains between Patrick Winter and Christoph Leitgeb who both had 34 points prior to the OMV Rally Waldviertel. After day one P. Winter lies in front of Leitgeb. 

Jörg Dörre (D/BMW 318iS E30) leads in class H10. In class H11 Gerhard Openauer (Ford Escort RS) is at the top.

The retirement statistics also mirror the toughness of the OMV Rally Waldviertel. Only 93 of the 121 teams that had taken up the rally are still in the race. Among the retired teams are, beside others, Andrej Jereb (Slo/Peugeot 207 S2000/engine), Martin Ertl (Ö/CNG VW Golf/off road) and Erik Korda (H/Subaru Impreza WRC/off road). Due to the many drop-outs, special stage 4 had to be cancelled since many cars that had met with an accident blocked off the roads and couldn’t be retrieved in time.
Intermediate standings after 5 of 17 special stages*
*) Special stage 4 was cancelled
01. Manfred Stohl/Ilka Minor (A) CNG Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX 30:40,2 min.
02. Beppo Harrach/Andreas Schindlbacher (A) CNG Mitsubishi Lancer Evo VI +4,3 sec.

03. Stepan Vojtech/Michal Ernst (CZ) Mitsubshi Lancer Evo IX +31,8 sec.

04. Hermann Gassner/Karin Tannhäuser (Ger) Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX +49,2 sec.

05. Michal Kosciuszko/Maciek Szczepaniak (Pol) Fiat Grande Punto S2000 +56,5 sec.

06. Andreas Waldherr/Richard Jeitler (A) VW Polo S2000 +1:05,8 min.

07. Willi Stengg/Jürgen Klinger (A) Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX +1:26,5 min.

08. Peter Gavlak/Milos Hulka (Sk/CZ) Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX +1:40,4 min.

09. Sepp Haider/Manfred Hiemer (A /Ger) Mitsubishi Lancer Evo VI +1:52,4 min.

10. Toto Wolff/Gerald Pöschl (A) Mitsubishi Lancer Evo VIII, Gr.-A +1:56,6 min.
SS-best-times: Stohl 2, Harrach 1 (both CNG Mitsubishi), Kosciuszko 1
The second day of the OMV Rally Waldviertel will commence on Saturday at 8.00 in the service park at the Nordring. Twelve special stages with a length of 110,08 kilometres are scheduled. The super special at the Nordring (start 17.12) will be the conclusion. The presentation ceremony will take place at 19.00 on the Hauptplatz (town square) in Gars am Kamp.
Further important informations on the event can be found at
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