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Better to pack warm clothes this year for the Waldviertel
OMV Rally Waldviertel with top sports but cold weather, rain and snow
“the final rallydays” will nevertheless be a worthy season’s finale
The 27th edition of the OMV Rally Waldviertel which will commence next Friday in Horn will probably make high demands on both the drivers and the fans. 

After studying all weather forecasts, weather charts, forecasts by flying weather stations and prognoses by the Zentralanstalt für Metrologie (central institute for metrology) one thing seems to be sure: this year’s OMV Rally Waldviertel will be completed at temperatures below eight degrees Celsius with additional light and heavy rains and on Saturday possible snowfall in higher regions.
Therefore the organisers advises spectators to dress in winter clothing when coming to the rally. But this does not only apply to the fan’s clothes but also to the tyres of their cars. The rally teams and their drivers adapt more easily to such a situation since they know conditions like these only too well. 
This year’s OMV Rally Waldviertel will nevertheless be a worthy finale to the season. The top class of the drivers will stand for this, foremost Austria’s No 1, Manfred Stohl (Mitsubishi Evo IX) and his OMV CNG teammate Beppo Harrach (Mitsubishi Evo VI). Further top competitors will be Czech Vaclav Pech (Mitsubishi Evo IX), Hungarian titleholder Balaszs Benik (Ford WRC), Czech Stepan Vojtech (Mitsubishi Evo IX), German Hermann Gassner (Mitsubishi Evo IX), Slovak Peter Gavlak and Styrian Willi Stengg, both on Mitsubishi Evo IX. 
Not to forget the drivers of the the three new S 2000 cars. Austrian Andreas Waldherr will steer a VW Polo S 2000, Slovenian champion Andrej Jereb a Peugeot 207 S 2000 and Polish 1600-champion Michal Kosciuszko a Fiat Grande Punto S 2000. By the way, the Pole came in excellent third this year in the JWRC ranking in Finland. 
Regarding the National Championship three title decisions are still open prior to the Waldviertel. In Division II it is a fight between four drivers – the three Ford Fiesta cracks Rene Winter, Christoph Leitgeb and Patrick Winter as well as Alois Handler in the Peugeot 206 and in the Junior National Championship the title will be decided in the duel between Christoph Leitgeb and Rene Winter. 
In the diesel class Michael Böhm (Fiat Grande Punto) stands higher chances for the title than Carinthian Günther Jörl (Seat Ibiza). The actual win of the run on the other hand could well go to one of the two VW drivers, Willi Rabl or Michael Kogler.
The class H 10 drivers also face a strong competition. 32 of these cars overall will compete, the most well known drivers being Ernst Haneder, Fritz Waldherr and Wolfram Doberer. Ten cars will be starting in the class Hist.11. Here the best known protagonists are Josef Pointinger, Bernd Rothensteiner, Gerhard Openauer, Alois Nothdurfter, Christoph Weber and Willi Polesznig.
Last but not least, 13 BMW E 30 from Germany will also compete in the rally – not to forget the number of participants in the Volvo Original Cup 
Timetable: 

November 08

Test special stage Wolfshof, 



14,00 to 16,00
November 09

Start of rally EKZ Horn




12,00 

End of 1st leg, Nordring, 




20,05
November 10
Start of 2nd leg, Nordring, 




08,00

End of rally, Gars am Kamp,



18,45 

Presentation ceremony finish ramp, Gars/Kamp, 
19,00
Further important informations on the event can be found at




www.waldviertel-rallye.at
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