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Rally prior to OMV Rally Waldviertel, top manned advance cars
Before Stohl, Pech & Co start, safety-cars are on the road
They point out the beginning of the rally and check all security arrangements
When the 27th edition of the OMV Rally Waldviertel will commence on Friday, November 9 at 12.00 at the EKZ Horn a number of advance cars will already be on the closed off special stages. Their objective is to point out the oncoming rally cars to the fans but also to check on behalf of the organiser whether the long ago planned security arrangements have actually been put into practise. This concerns the locations of the security staff, firefighters and ambulance units but the forbidden areas where no one must stay in order not endanger themselves will also be checked. All barriers are effected by the inspection, too. 

“To us these advance cars are a very important security institution. Therefore the cars are manned by very experienced drivers. They not only have to drive rather fast but also constantly keep in mind the chain of events. Should they detect a deficiency they have to act immediately and inform the SS chief of security as well as the rally administration. Therefore we will be in permanent contact to these cars at all times. If a security problem should arise the start of the special stage will not be greenlighted until the security situation has been resolved,” explains Organisation Manager Helmut Schöpf.
The following cars and drivers will be employed prior to the start of No 1, Manfred Stohl.
30 
minutes before
000
NÖ Safety Car, Hofbauer VW Touareg, driver Walter Edlböck

25 
minutes before
Info 
Europcar, special stage information, driver Peter Bauregger

20 
minutes before
S6 
Renault Kammerhofer, Renault Clio, driver Stefan Kammerhofer
18 
minutes before
S5
OMV Rally Taxi VW Golf G60, driver Toni Küberl
17 
minutes before
S5
OMV Rally Taxi, Mitsubishi Evo VIII, driver Josef Schrott
16 
minutes before
S5
OMV Rally Team, Mitsubishi Evo VII, driver Heinz Andlinger
15 
minutes before
S4
OMV Rally Team, Mitsubishi Evo VI, driver Rudolf Stohl

Stohl senior, who will be accompanied by important OMV clients on the respective special stages, will nevertheless, thanks to his vast experience also regarding security measures, inform the organiser on eventual problems prior to the start of the special stage. 
14 
minutes before
S0 
IG Rally Safety, VW Golf V, driver Raphael Sperrer

Raphael Sperrer sees this assginment as a preparation program for his Dakar-participation next year. He will be accompanied by his new co-driver, Dutchman Harmen Scholtalbers, for the first time. Austria’s six-times National Champion will use this opportunity to intensify his teamwork with the Dutchman and get used to his reading of the pace notes.  
13 
minutes before
00
BRR, Red Bull-Mitsubishi, driver Walter Totschnig
The congenial Race Logistic Manager of Formula I racing team Scuderia Toro Rosso will celebrate his tenth Waldviertel-anniversary this year. During this long time he not only faultlessly completed 161 special stages in an advance car but also hopes to add seventeen more this time. He will be accompanied by his daughter Katja, a thirty-year-old physiotherapist, in the passanger seat of the racy Red Bull Mitsubishi by BRR.
10 
minutes before
0  
GIGANT / Bianchini Racing, Lancia 037, driver Marco Bianchini
With the Lancia 037 the Italian will steer one of the most interesting and successful rally cars of the past in the Waldviertel. Most recently he competed at the Ostarrichi Rallye and finished as second-best foreigner in the Historic Cup. He currently lies in third place in the FIA Rally Historic Championship.
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