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The incredible story of the OMV CNG Rally Team
· After only 16 months the first overall win in the Championship
· Two CNG cars will compete at OMV Rally Waldviertel

· Beside Harrach, Manfred Stohl himself will also be behind the wheel
It is probably the most impressive story in Austrian rally sports. Only 16 months after the baptism of fire of a new car Beppo Harrach won the overall ranking of an international Championship run for the first time in a gas-driven car on October 20, 2007. As sensational as this feat is, the story of how it came about is equally exceptional and impressive. And the OMV CNG Team also plans great things for the OMV Rally Waldviertel since both Beppo Harrach (CNG Mitsubishi Lancer Evo VI) as well as Manfred Stohl (CNG Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX) will take up the race.

In the spring of 2006 OMV started to nourish the thought of employing a gas-driven rally car in the Austrian Championship. Easier said than done since at that time no 4x4-driven car existed that would have met these demands. Definitely a case for Manfred Stohl and his Stohl-Racing Team. The Gyro Gearloose of rally tuners took up the innovative challenge and within only seven weeks had assembled a Mitsubishi Lancer Evo VI which was driven by CNG (compressed natural gas).

The baptism of fire came on June 2./3., 2006 at the Ostarrichi-Rallye in the Bad Hall area. Harrach soon got acquainted with the prototype and, following several teething troubles, finished in eleventh overall place. Especially the overheating of the engine posed a new challenge to Stohl-Racing. But chief engineer Günther Aschacher announced this to be his pet project and spent each free second with solving the problem.

At the end of last year Aschacher had found the solution and Beppo Harrach lead to OMV CNG Team to a sensational fifth overall place at the OMV Rally Waldviertel. Reason enough to build a follow-up model for 2007. 

At the Pirelli Lavanttal-Rallye Beppo Harrach then took the CNG Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX to a ninth overall place. A foundation on which to build on. „We are constantly in the realm of prototypes. There is no empirical value since the CNG Mitsubishi is the first gas-driven car with 4x4-drive over 200 HP worldwide. Our testing ground are the rallies. That is the only place to get the data which we need for further development “, explains Günther Aschacher.

And the further development didn’t take long. Following the retirement at the Bosch-Rallye Beppo Harrach and his team took care of the first absolute highlight at the Castrol-Rallye. Third overall place meant the first podium place for a CNG car at an international rally Championship run. Immediately after the summer break Harrach showed that this had not been a flash in the pan and proved the incredible potential of the CNG Mitsubishi by finishing third at the BP Rallye in Krumbach.

Perhaps big success needs small set-backs. Beppo Harrach at least seems to have thought so when he completely destroyed the CNG Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX in the middle of September in Admont. And since every ending has a new beginning Stohl-Racing fell back on the qualities of the Evo VI and the Lower Austrian took up the Ostarrichi Rallye with last year’s model.

And this twelfth run of the rally gas-age should prove to be the biggest triumph so far. Despite the most adverse weather conditions Beppo Harrach and Andreas Schindlbacher celebrated a world premiere. For the first time a gas-driven car took the overall victory at an international Championship run. “It’s crazy the way the circle has closed. 16 months ago we had our first assignment at the Ostarrichi. Now we’re at the top. This success belongs to the whole team that has always believed in this project “, said a jubilant Harrach. 

Reason enough to have high expectations for the OMV Rally Waldviertel. As an added bonus Manfred Stohl himself will steer the newly assembled CNG Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX while Beppo Harrach will compete in the winner-car of the Ostarrichi-Rallye. “For 16 months I have accompanied the development of this project and seen the cars in my company each and every day. But except for a few test runs I’m not closely acquainted with the riding qualities of the gas car. Therefore I am really curious as to how the CNG Mitsubishi will feel in rally action and am looking forward very much to the Waldviertel”, explains Manfred Stohl.
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